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Dadaji, 
you look 

very happy 
today!

Yes, Ria. Tonight is Cipla’s 
alumni dinner to celebrate the 

company turning 90 years. 
We are all invited.

Do I have to 
come too?

Adi, Dadaji was a scientist 
in Cipla’s research and 

development team for many 
years. he’s one of the chief 

guests for tonight.

Yes! I am so excited to 
show you my old office and 

introduce you to my friends.

But Dadaji, it 
sounds like a very 
serious event for 

grown-ups.

We might 
get very 
bored.

Then let me tell 
you a little bit about 
Cipla. How it started 
is a very interesting 
story! It’s about a 
young man with a 

dream, who fought 
against all odds to 
help his country!

Kids, if you enjoy 
the story, you must 

attend the party.

Deal!
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“It all began 
in 1935, with the 
vision of a young 
man named 
Dr. Khwaja Abdul 
Hamied.”

Dear friends, 
it has been my 

dream to open a 
pharmaceutical and 
chemical research 

laboratory in India. 
I have chalked out 
a plan to make this 

a reality.

Do you think taking such a 
huge financial risk is wise? 

You and Luba1 just had 
your first child last year.

Besides, India’s 
pharmaceutical industry 
is dominated by foreign 
companies. The Indian 

Patents and Designs Act 
of 1911 grants them both 

product and manufacturing 
process patents2 for 16 

years. No other company 
can sell that drug in 

that duration.

Foreign MNCs hold 
most of the patents. It 

will be challenging to start 
a pharmaceutical company 
under these conditions.

I am aware of the challenges, 
but this laboratory is important 

for the future of our nation.

How will your 
lab help India?

It is crucial 
for any nation to 
be self-sufficient 
and self-reliant 
in key industries. 

These are also 
values that 

Gandhiji lives by.

1Dr. Khwaja Abdul Hamied’s wife
2A patent is like a reward for new inventions (for example, a new medicine). It lets only the inventor sell 
the new drug for a set period, often at high prices.



During the Great War, Britain and Germany were 
on opposing sides and trade was suspended. But 
Britain was forced to buy painkillers and other 

drugs from Germany because they were reliant on 
the country for pharmaceuticals and chemicals.

I see what 
you mean. It is 

important to have 
a strong domestic 

chemical and 
pharmaceutical 

industry.

As a colonized 
nation, India 

has not benefited 
greatly from modern 

innovations in 
science. We are still 
heavily reliant on 
western imports 

for most chemical 
products. This needs 

to change.

My company will 
not only produce 

drugs using locally 
available ingredients, 

but also promote 
scientific research. 
This is how I will 

humbly contribute 
to the building of 

our nation.

Hear, hear! You have won us 
over, Hamied!

Will you serve 
as directors for 

my company?

We would be 
honoured.

What do you 
plan to call the 

company?

The Chemical, Industrial and Pharmaceutical 
Laboratories-CIPLA for short.



Wow! Dr. Hamied 
conveyed his points 

to his friends so 
eloquently!

He did not 
get scared or 
waver in his 
decision at 

all!

Indeed! He was determined, 
but the early days of Cipla 

were challenging.

“Cipla began its operations 
from a rented bungalow near 
Bombay Central Station.

“The first few years, Dr. Hamied worked very hard. He set up the manufacturing 
unit, hired and trained the sales team, and even designed brochures himself.

“But he struggled, as doctors were reluctant to 
prescribe medicines from a new and unknown company.”

Oh no! He 
didn’t give 
up, did he?

Adi, when you start 
something new, 
it is natural to 

face obstacles. But 
if you persevere 

with hard work and 
determination, 
you will win.
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Did Dr. Hamied’s 
hard work bear 

fruit? What 
happened next?

I will tell you the 
rest of the story at the 
party tonight, and show 
you around the office. 
Will you both come?

Yes! We want 
to learn more 

about Cipla.

That evening, at Cipla’s 
Mumbai Central office-

Being here brings back so many 
memories! This office is in the same 

spot Dr. K.A. Hamied first started Cipla.

Wow!

Isn’t that 
Gandhiji?

Yes, it is. Gandhiji’s visit to the 
Cipla laboratory in 1939 is one of 
the company’s proudest moments.

Gandhiji already 
wrote saying he is not 
interested in visiting 

factories. Why are you 
writing to him again?

But Cipla is 
not a factory, 

Luba. It is a 
lab engaged 
in important 

scientific 
research that 
will help India 
advance in the 
modern world.

And so, on 4 July, 1939-

I am grateful and 
honoured by your 

presence here today.

Your letter 
was very 

persuasive. 
I’m delighted 
to be here.

When 
did Cipla 
become 
famous?

Cipla became a common 
household name during 

World War II. When the war 
broke out, medicines could 

no longer be safely 
imported from Europe.

5



“Not just civilians but even 
the army suffered from the 
medicine shortage. In Myanmar, 
malaria hit the Allied troops 
hard, infecting 75 per cent of 
the soldiers and proving as 
deadly as any weapon.

“Cipla started manufacturing 
medicines using chemicals 
derived from local plants. 
For example, malaria medicine 
was made with locally grown 
cinchona. The tablets saved 
the lives of many soldiers, 
and the Allied army went on 
to win the war.”

This was taken on 15 August 
1947, the first flag hoisting 
of the Indian Tricolour at 

Cipla. Can you recognize the 
two young boys in the front?

Are those Dr. Y.K. Hamied 
and Mr. M.K. Hamied?

yes, Dr. Khwaja Hamied’s sons. Dr. Yusuf 
Hamied became the chairman of Cipla and 

took the company to even greater heights. 
Mr. M.K. Hamied became its director and 

led Cipla’s modernization.

In 1960-

Congratulations on completing your 
PhD in organic chemistry, Yusuf!

Lord Alexander Todd kept us 
updated and spoke very highly of your 

accomplishments at Cambridge.

I am grateful for my 
mentor’s kind words. Did you 
get a chance to think over my 

letter, where I wrote that 
I wish to join Cipla?

I did, but You’re only 24. 
Why not take a bit more time to 

decide on your career path?
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You started 
Cipla to advance 

the Indian 
pharmaceutical 

industry. But even 
today, much of it 
is dominated by 

foreign companies. 
I want to continue 
working towards 

your vision of 
making India 
self-reliant.

I’m proud of 
your decision.

I am not 
expecting 

any special 
treatment. I 

want to learn 
this business 

from the 
ground up.

“Dr. Y.K. Hamied spent a year learning operations at Cipla. Right from working 
on the factory floor to learning how to make tablets, he did it all.

“He was appointed as Cipla’s Research and Development officer, after a year.”

In 1961- As the new head 
of research, what 
do you think Cipla 
should focus on?

The company needs to start manufacturing the 
active pharmaceutical ingredients in drugs.

7



Pause please. What are active 
pharmaceutical ingredients?

Active pharmaceutical ingredients 
or APIs are the key ingredients used 
in a medicine that make it effective.

Imagine API to be like a car’s 
engine. The car’s outer body 

and everything inside are also 
important. But without an engine, 
your car will not move. without 

the API, a medicine will not work.

So, in a milkshake, 
the milk would be like 

the API, the most 
important ingredient.

Yes, you’ve got it. 
Carry on with the story, 

dadaji. I want to know what 
Dr. Yusuf Hamied was 

planning.

Back in 1961-

Currently, 
Cipla is limited 

to importing APIs, 
and packaging and 

selling them in 
India. If we start 
manufacturing the 

APIs in bulk, we 
can make medicines 
more affordable 
and accessible.

I like your 
idea, but it is 
not allowed 
under the 
current 

patent laws.

The current act is 
outdated, and it is actively 
harming the Indian pharma 

industry. The prices of 
antibiotic medicines in 
India are among the 

highest in the world!3

That is not 
surprising. The 

import tax on APIs 
is 100 per cent, 

which increases our 
production costs.

We need 
to ask the 

government 
to revise the 
patent law.

3In the 1960s, patents made many medicines very expensive for many Indians.



Cipla, along with 
other Indian 

pharmaceutical 
companies, formed 

the Indian Drug 
Manufacturers’ 
Association or 

IDMA. Through their 
efforts, the Indian 

Patents Act was 
passed in 1972.

What did 
the new Act 

change?

Consider 
this-you bake 
a delicious cake 
using an oven. 
And you get 
a patent for 

the cake, which 
means, only you 
are allowed to 
bake that cake.

Now imagine that 
Adi wants to bake 
that cake for his 
friends. As Ria 

holds the patent, 
Adi cannot bake it 
himself. He must 
pay Ria to bake 

the cake for him, 
and he can only 
add frosting and 
distribute it to 

his friends.

Adi wants to share the cake with 
more friends, but it is expensive 
because he must pay Ria. But if he 

uses a pressure cooker to make the 
cake, he can make as many as he likes 

and share with his friends.

Similarly, 
under the 
new Act, 

Indian pharma 
companies 
could now 

manufacture 
APIs in India, 

as long as they 
used a new 

and different 
process 

from APIs 
manufactured 

abroad.

In the next decade, Cipla would 
introduce more than 30 APIs and 
use them to manufacture cheaper 
medicines for the Indian market.

What is 
that?!
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That looks 
just like my 

inhaler!

Cipla created 
the inhaler 

you use.

Cipla pioneered 
inhalation therapy in 
India, and launched 
its first inhaler in 

1972.

Weren’t you a part of the 
research and development team 

when you joined Cipla, Dad?

I was.

Tell us 
more!

“In the 1990s, Cipla was researching 
how to make inhalation therapy 
more accessible and easy to use.”

what are your 
observations from studying 

the inhalers currently 
available in the market?

They can be challenging to 
use, especially for young 
kids and elderly patients.

The patient must press the inhaler and inhale 
at the same time. If they time it wrong, the 

full dosage won’t be delivered to their lungs, 
and the medicine won’t be as effective4.

It is also opaque. The patient can’t 
see if they’ve inhaled the full dose.

Right, Anil. 
It is also hard 
to handle. It 
needs to be 

loaded upside 
down, and if the 
patient fumbles 

and drops it, 
they will lose 

the entire 
dosage.
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Good job, everyone! 
Now that we know the 
problems a patient may 
face, we must design 
a more user-friendly 

version.

A few months later-

Despite our best 
efforts, we have not 
been able to come up 
with a better inhaler.

I am sure 
we will have a 
breakthrough 

soon.

Eureka!

Look at how he is 
using his whistle-he 
blows in it to make 

a sound.

What if we design the 
inhaler to work like a 
reverse-whistle? The 

patient inhales to suck 
out the powder.

That way the 
patient gets 
the correct 

dosage every 
time!

”Three years later, in 19965, Cipla launched the world’s first transparent 
DPI inhaler6. It contained the medication in powdered form.”

It uses our 
proprietary 
dry powder 

formulations.

This device can be easily used 
by everyone, even children. It provides 

a consistent 
dose, and 
since it is 

transparent, 
patients 
can see if 

the medicine 
has been 

completely 
inhaled.
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Launching the inhaler was just the 
first step. Cipla also distributed 
pamphlets in many languages to 

educate patients and caregivers about 
asthma and how to use the inhaler.

Hello, Anil! 
Reliving old 
memories?

Vibha, it is wonderful 
to see you here. Is 
Kabir also with you?

He could not come due 
to his ailing health. But 
he wishes you best of 
luck for your speech.

Let me introduce you to my family. This 
is my son Ravi, his wife Kirti, and their 

children-Ria and Adi. Vibha and her 
husband Kabir were both my colleagues 

at Cipla and are dear friends.

It is nice 
to meet 
you all.

I was just telling my grandchildren 
the story of how Cipla innovated the 

first transparent DPI inhaler.

We went on to innovate and launch 
many inhaler models after that. Even 

today, Cipla has the world’s largest range 
of inhaled medication and devices7.

I never 
go anywhere 
without my 

inhaler! It is 
my friend in 

need!

I am impressed by 
how you placed 
yourself in the 
patient’s shoes 

and tried to make 
their life easier.

True innovation 
can only come 
from a place of 
empathy. And all 
Cipla employees 

are committed to 
making patients’ 

lives easier.
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When Adi was diagnosed with 
asthma, I was worried sick. 
There were so many myths 

around his condition.

Some of our 
friends told 
us that using 

an inhaler 
would stunt 
Adi’s growth 
or weaken his 

heart.

“I had a misconception that if Adi 
used inhalers from a young age, 
it would make him dependent and 
affect his health in the long run.”

Thank you, doctor. 
You’ve helped us learn 
about Adi’s condition.

“She also directed me to Cipla’s 
Breathefree website. It became 
my safe space where I could 
find reliable information on 
lung health and asthma.”

our doctor answered all 
our questions patiently. 

Thanks to the website, I had 
an action plan in place when 

Adi had an asthma attack.

I still use the Breathefree 
app. It has trackers and dose 

reminders that help me.

I love your stories, Dadaji. 
Please tell us more.

Come and meet some 
of our other teammates. 

I am sure they would 
like to pitch in.

And so...

Remember how 
we developed the 
world’s first oral 

iron chelator8?

“But Adi’s doctor cleared 
all our misconceptions.

13



It is with a heavy heart that I 
inform you that the young child 
of one of our colleagues has 

been diagnosed with thalassaemia.

This is terrible news, 
Dr. Hamied! There are 
hardly any treatment 

options for the disease.

There is currently only one 
medicine in the market-an 

injection that must be 
administered daily for at 

least five days every week.

That sounds 
like such a 

painful ordeal!

The treatment 
regime is expensive and 
difficult! Thalassaemia 
affects less than 2 per 

cent of the world’s 
population9 and is an 

orphan disease.

What 
is that, 

Sir?

When a disease is 
relatively rare, Anil, 
not a lot of research 
is done on developing 
new treatments. Some 
companies fear that 
medicines for such 
diseases will not 
generate profits.

But Cipla does not believe in 
prioritizing profits over our patients’ 

well-being. If we develop an affordable 
drug for thalassaemia, we can save the 

lives of many children in India10. “Dr. Yusuf Hamied motivated us. In 
1995, Cipla launched the oral iron 
chelator that vastly improved life 
expectancy of thalassaemia patients.”

9About 5 per cent of the global population carries alpha or beta haemoglobin variants. Most are silent carriers 
without symptoms; only 1.78 per cent show signs (thalassaemia trait). In 2021, global thalassaemia cases were 
18.28 per 100,000 (0.018 per cent).
10India has around 1-1.5 lakh children with thalassaemia.

Back in 
the 1990s-
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Cipla launched 
medicines for other 
rare diseases too.

Yes, like pulmonary 
fibrosis and pulmonary 
arterial hypertension, 

usually at a lower price 
than the treatment 

available in the market.

Wow!

Mr. Sharma, it is 
nearly time for 

your speech.

I had better go 
and you all had 

better find seats.

A few minutes later-

It is an honour to speak here today. As I 
shared Cipla’s story with my grandchildren, 

I was reminded of why working here has 
always meant so much to me.

What kept us going were empathy 
and care for our patients. We 

wanted to make healthcare better 
and more affordable for all. Cipla’s 

purpose became our purpose, and 
it is what compelled us to come to 

work every day.

Cipla completed 
90 years in 2025 and yet 
our mission continues. 

To everyone carrying the 
torch forward-thank 
you. You’re not just 

working for a company. 
You’re working for a 
cause. And that makes 

all the difference.

A few minutes later-

That was a 
wonderful 

speech, Dad.

It made me 
emotional. you 
are right. We 
took pride in 
our work at 

Cipla because we 
were making a 

difference.

Cipla started with a 
dream to help India 
advance in science 

and research.

15



Under Mr. Amar Lulla, who was Cipla’s head 
of finance and later joint Managing Director, 
Cipla developed plants in Goa, expanded our 
manufacturing capabilities tremendously 
and entered new markets.

“Mr. M.K. Hamied introduced Good Manufacturing 
Practices in the plants, ensuring that we produced 
consistently high quality and safe products. Their 
efforts put Indian pharmaceuticals on the global 
map. In 1985, three of our API manufacturing 
facilities were approved by the US FDA.”

“The year was 1998. I was 
in college when I watched 
international activists 
protest on TV.”

That’s right, Anil. We 
were among the first 
Indian pharmaceutical 

plants to gain this 
recognition.

And Cipla is 
still growing 

globally.

In 2013, Cipla 
made its first 

global acquisition 
in South Africa. In 
2016, it acquired 
two companies in 

the USA!

Imagine that! A company 
that was founded to 

make India self-reliant 
in pharma is now one 
of the largest Indian 

pharmaceutical exporters!

Cipla has come 
such a long way, 
but still remains 

committed to 
making medicines 

accessible to 
those in need.

I first heard 
about Cipla 
during the 

AIDS pandemic. 
Even then, I 
was amazed 

by the impact 
that it had on 

the world.

What is this 
protest 

about, Kirti?

They are protesting 
against the high cost 
of AIDS medication. 

It is one of the most 
expensive prescription 

drugs in history!

While the death rate 
from AIDS has fallen in 
the western world, it is 
still very high in Africa’s 

developing nations.

How sad that 
patients should 

die when a 
treatment 

exists!

Amar Lulla

M.K. Hamied
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The AIDS medicine costs more 
than 12,000 USD per patient per 

year and is thus out of reach for 
poor patients. I wish a pharma 
company would come up with a 
more affordable alternative.

Cipla changed 
the world with 

affordable 
AIDS drugs.

It took many 
years of research 
to create them.

Not to mention all 
the other challenges 

Dr. Hamied faced.

What 
challenges?

In 1996-

I read in a medical journal 
that a combination of three 
different drugs can be used 

to control HIV/AIDS.

Currently, 
the combination 
costs thousands 

of dollars as 
every drug is 
manufactured 
by a different 

company. I want 
Cipla to produce 
this combination 

entirely 
in-house and 

make it accessible 
to more patients.

I believe no 
one should be 

denied access to 
life-saving drugs 
just because they 
are poor or live 
in a developing 
nation. We must 
change this. Are 

you with me?

Yes! We can do 
it, Dr. Hamied!
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It took four years of hard work, but Cipla 
launched the fixed-dose combination drug 
for HIV/AIDS in August 2000.

I am very 
proud of Cipla’s 

research and 
development 

team. This drug 
combination 
can turn the 

tide in the AIDS 
pandemic.

The daily death toll in Africa alone 
is 8,000 people. I’ve been invited 
to speak at the European Union 

next month. I’ll present a proposal 
for Cipla to work with foreign 
governments to control AIDS.

Best of 
luck, sir!

On 28 September, 2000, in Brussels-

Dr. Hamied, 
you have only 
three minutes 
to present.

That is 
unfair!

It is all right. 
Three minutes is 
enough time for 
me to present 

my case.

Friends, I represent the 
third world. I represent the 
needs and aspirations of the 
third world. I represent the 

capabilities of the third world. 
Above all, it is an opportunity...

My offer is simple: Cipla 
can offer the combination 
drug to control HIV at 800 
USD per patient per year, as 
opposed to the 12,000 USD 
that it currently costs.
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Six months later, on 
6 February, 2001 -

An hour later-

An hour later-

Cipla will also 
provide free 

technical know-how 
to governments of 
developing nations.

That’s 
terrible!

The meeting had over 200 people, including 
30 health ministers from African nations.

I am sorry to say 
that no government 
took up the offer.

We must not lose hope. 
What we need is a very 

strong offer, something 
no one can ignore.

Hello, my 
friend.

I have an idea 
for Cipla’s AIDS 
medication. Do 
you think you 
can provide 

the drug for a 
dollar a day?

Can we offer the 
AIDS combination drug 
at 350 USD per year?

We will lose 
money. We 
were just 
breaking 

even at 800 
USD a year11.
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Some decisions 
need to be made on 

humanitarian grounds 
and not profits. We 
can change a lot of 
lives for the better 

with our drug. Well said, 
sir.

Very well, sir. 
I will write off 
all production 
and overhead 
costs, and we 
shall offer the 

triple-drug 
combination 

at a price even 
lower than our 
total materials 

cost.

It is a risk, 
but I am 

confident 
we will not 
regret it.

I will let 
my friends 
overseas 
know that 
we accept 

their 
proposal.

Later that evening-

Sir, an international journalist 
is calling to speak to you about 

Cipla’s combination drug for 
HIV/AIDS. It is quite late. Should 

I ask him to call later?

No, patch 
in the call.

Hello,
Dr. Hamied. 
Is it true 
that you 

have offered 
the AIDS 

combination 
drug at 

350 USD?

Yes, I have.

Dr. Hamied, 
your life will 

not be the 
same after 
tomorrow. 

Thank you and 
goodnight.

 Is that so? 
Goodnight!
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“The next day, Cipla was making headlines across the world.

“You kids would call it going viral. Activists around 
the world demanded more affordable medicines.”

I am pleased to announce that 
the international non-profit, Doctors 

Without Borders, will distribute the 
AIDS medication that Cipla developed 

in 10 African nations.12

Remember, Kirti, how we wished 
a pharma company would make AIDS 

treatment affordable for all? And look, 
an Indian company, Cipla, did it!

Cipla is certainly winning 
hearts worldwide!

After our offer of the AIDS 
combination drug for less than 
1 USD a day, Cipla became famous 
world-over. Dr. Hamied became a 
global icon for reform in the 

pharma industry.
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Cipla proved that Indian drugs 
are of high quality and that India 
has world-class research labs.

It increased 
global 

acceptance 
of low-priced 
Indian drugs.

Not to mention, 
it also sparked 
international 

debate on access to 
medicine for all, and 
about pharmaceutical 

patents.

How so?

Remember how Dr. Hamied started 
his career at Cipla by joining the IDMA 

and fighting against patents?

Yes!

Dr. Hamied pointed 
out at the global 

stage that because 
India did not have 
product patents, 

Cipla could innovate 
and manufacture 

low-cost medicines, 
using new methods.

Cipla’s move showed how 
stringent patent laws can 
sometimes be an obstacle. 
Such laws can make drugs 
in developing nations too 

expensive to afford.
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“In the 2001 meeting of the 
World Trade Organization, 
it was agreed in the Doha 
Declaration that for public 
health emergencies, member 
countries could override 
pharmaceutical patents.”

This is my 
favourite Cipla 
story so far! 

I like how Cipla 
fought for the 

patients.

I like it too. It is 
admirable how Cipla 
prioritized people 

over profits.

Cipla’s purpose is ‘caring for 
life’, and the well-being of 

our patients has always been 
our topmost priority.

Cipla 
has always 

stepped 
up to help 
patients.

“I was very proud of Cipla during the 
recent Covid-19 pandemic. They made 
sure that patients had access to 
essential drugs and also distributed 
essential items like PPE kits and 
masks to frontline workers.”

Cipla also introduced drugs to speed 
up recovery of Covid-19 patients, and 

launched a toll-free helpline to assist 
in procuring medicines.

Ah, that helpline was 
very helpful to many 

of my friends.

23



“Cipla also conducted 
webinars to educate 
doctors and nurses 
at the frontline.”

Well, it was 
lovely meeting 

all of you, but I 
must take your 

leave now.

Thank you for telling 
us your stories.

A week later-
Thanks, Ma! A chilled 

Prolyte® is just what I need 
after hours of football 

practice under the hot Sun.
Can I have 
a  Prolyte® 

too, please?

Sure, Ria. I’ll give 
you one too.

Look Ria, 
our favourite 
Prolyte® drink 

is made by 
Cipla! But the 
tetrapack’s 
logo says 

Cipla Health. 
What’s that?

Cipla Health Ltd is a 
part of Cipla, Adi. It 

focuses on consumer 
wellness products 
which are backed by 
research and are 

useful for everyday 
health needs and 

wellness.

I have good news! Vibha 
loved meeting Ria and 

Adi at the party, and she 
has invited us to her and 

Kabir’s wedding anniversary 
celebration next month.

Yay! I would 
love to meet Vibha 

aunty again!

Can’t wait!
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The following month- Vibha and 
Kabir recently 

shifted to 
Pune, when 

Kabir decided 
to move 

into Cipla’s 
Palliative Care 

& Training 
centre, also 

known as CPC.

What is palliative care?

Palliative care is 
given to patients 
suffering from 

serious illnesses. 
A team of 

doctors, nurses 
and counsellors 
makes sure that 
the patient is 

comfortable and 
happy, no matter 
how sick they are.

Is Kabir 
uncle 

seriously 
ill?

I am afraid so, 
my dear. He has an 
advanced stage of 
cancer. But that 

does not mean he 
is not living a 

full life.

Are we 
going to 
a hospital 

today?

No, a palliative care 
institute is different 

from a hospital. The aim 
is not so much to cure 
a patient as it is to give 
them a comfortable and 

dignified life. 

The doctors and nurses at 
the palliative care centre make 
sure that patients are not in 
pain. They help the caregivers 

too. Cipla’s institute also 
trains medical professionals 

in palliative care.

I don’t like 
hospitals. You 

have to be quiet 
at all times. And 
the patients feel 

sick and sad.

Right. So why 
is Vibha aunty 

organizing a party 
there? Would it not 
disturb the other 

patients?
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It is not what you are 
imagining. CPC is a happy 
place, full of life. You 

will see.

And so-

Welcome to Cipla’s 
Palliative Care & 
Training Centre!

Everyone looks 
happy! I thought 

you said there are 
patients suffering 

from serious 
illnesses here.

While medicines help 
treat patients, sometimes 
care needs to go beyond. 
That is what this centre 
provides. But Vibha can 

explain it better.

A few minutes later-

I am so happy you 
could make it! Meet my 

husband, Kabir.

Hello, I am 
delighted to meet you, 
Adi and Ria. Vibha has 

been telling me about 
all the fun you had at 
Cipla’s alumni dinner.

She also tells me that you are quite a football 
player, Adi! I have a football video game. Shall we 
play while we wait for the other guests to arrive?

Yes!
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Kabir loves football. He played every weekend.

I remember! We had 
even put together a 
team of colleagues!

Ah, those were 
fun times!

I can’t physically play any 
more, but video games are 

the next best thing.

Let’s 
play!

Later that afternoon- To my wife, who has been my 
best friend, and who tolerates me 

even on my worst days.

And to all our friends at 
CPC, who have stood by us 

through good times and bad.

Is everyone 
here a patient?

Some are. Others are 
their caregivers, like I am 
for Kabir, or are medical 

staff of the centre.

This is not just a treatment 
centre but our home. Kabir needs 

long-term care, and the nurses and 
doctors here not only provide that 
but also train me to care for him.

The centre provides 
both emotional 

support as well as 
medical therapy. Best 
of all, it’s all free of 
cost, so even patients 
with limited means can 

come here.
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I never thought 
medicine could mean so 
much more than just 

curing diseases.

This is just another 
way Cipla fulfils its 

commitment to ‘caring 
for life’. Even if all 
patients cannot be 

provided with a cure, 
no one should be 
deprived of care.

I understand what you mean. It is 
about enjoying life while we can 

with those we love the most.

Thank you for 
inviting us here and 

letting us experience 
your special day.

Kabir and I 
are very glad 

you came.

A few days later, at Adi’s football match-

The match between Silverleaf 
International School and Nova Crest 
School is heating up. Both teams are 

tied at one goal each.

Go, Adi!

Ria, 
that is 

excellent!

Congratulations!

I have been 
working hard. 

I want to 
study chemistry 

in college.

Adi is 
playing so 

well! I can’t 
wait to send 

videos of 
the match to 

Kabir.

Will you also tell 
Vibha aunty that her 
tips helped me study, 

and that I scored 
96 per cent in the 
chemistry exam?

That is the bell for half 
time. The second half of this 

game will decide which team wins 
this year’s championship.

RRRRIIINNG
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I hope I can join 
Cipla’s research 
and development 
team, like you, 
dadaji. I want 
to help Cipla 
discover new 

drugs and help 
more patients. Do 
you think I can?

I think you are a bright 
girl who can do anything 

you set your mind to.

I am proud of you, 
and will help you in 

any way I can.

You can help me 
with my homework.

Mrs. Sharma, I am Adi’s football 
coach. I need you to come with me. 

Adi is having an asthma attack.

Of course.

{wheeze}

Adi, are 
you okay? 

Do you need 
help?

Should 
I call the 
school 
nurse?

No… I will be 
fine… soon.

It was good of you to keep your 
inhaler in your kit bag. I was worried 

you might have forgotten it.
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I… never leave 
home… without it.

Smart boy!

Take rest, Adi. 
Vinay can play 
in your place.

No! I can play the 
second half.

I am with Adi on this. He will be back 
in top form in 15 minutes. Many of the 
world’s best athletes have suffered 

from asthma. Adi will be fine.

The second half is 45 minutes 
of gameplay under the hot 

Sun. Are you sure it will not 
be too strenuous for Adi?

He will be 
all right.

An hour later-

We’re into the final 
minute here. The scores 
are level, and tension 
is running high in the 

stadium.
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And it’s Adi Sharma 
on the ball now! He’s 

sprinting down the pitch, 
eyes on the goal…

...He’s at the 
edge of the 
goalpost…

...he takes the shot… 
only 5 seconds on 

the clock now…

And it’s in! 
GOOOOOOAAAAAL!

THU
MP

WOOSH
THWACK



FWEEEEE!

What a goal! 
What a finish! The 
stadium is roaring 
with applause! Adi 
Sharma has won it 

for his team!

A few minutes later-

Congratulations, 
Nova Crest School, 

for winning the 
match. A win that would 
not have been possible 

without one 
player-The Player of 
the Match, Adi Sharma!

This win would not have been possible 
without so many people-my family 
for believing in me, my coach and 
teammates for supporting me...

…And finally, 
my trusty inhaler 
for always having 

my back!

Disclaimer: This comic is inspired by true events. However, certain characters, events and dialogues have been 
fictionalized for dramatic purposes. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events, beyond 
those depicted, is purely coincidental. Inhalers shown are empty representational devices. This is not medical 
advice intended to cure/treat health conditions. Use inhalers only on a physician’s prescription.
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