
 

 

Collaborative partnership between Sikkim Govt and Cipla Foundation to bring 

Science Education closer to students  

Sparking curiosity for science among 3500+ students in Sikkim through Mobile Science Lab 

 

Sikkim, December 2, 2019: Further strengthening its purpose to support quality education to every 

child, Cipla Foundation, the social responsibility arm of Cipla Ltd, launches the second Mobile 

Science Lab (MSL) with its implementing partner, Agastya International Foundation. This innovative 

project revolutionizes rural education and makes hands-on learning increasingly accessible. It is a 

fun, engaging and interactive channel that aims to raise awareness on science among children and 

teachers from government & government-aided schools, through classroom sessions, science fairs 

and community visits.  

The second Mobile Science Lab was launched by the Additional Chief Secretary – Government of 

Sikkim, Mr. G P Upadhyaya, on 2nd December 2019 at Govt. Senior Secondary School Rhenock (E). 

The event was attended by local PRI members, Army Officials, Principals of Govt. Schools and 

students. Site Head – Cipla Ltd, Mr. Atul Sant, Unit Head - Golden Cross, Mr. Arup Chatterji and HR 

Head - Golden Cross, Mr. Nishikant Ranjan were also a part of the inauguration ceremony.  

The newly launched Mobile Science Lab will reach out to 1400 students across 10 schools in the 

periphery of Golden Cross Unit. 

The first Mobile Science Lab, launched in Sikkim on 15th August 2019 by the Chief Minister of Sikkim, 

reaches to over 2000 students across 10 schools near Cipla Ltd. With the launch of the second Mobile 

Science Lab, 3500+ students will have access to interactive science learning. 

Commenting on the launch, Ms. Rumana Hamied, Managing Trustee, Cipla Foundation, said, 

“Quality education is the key to building a bright future. It is our honor to be able to create access to 

such opportunities that maximize the potential of every child.” 

Chief Guest, Additional Chief Secretary – Government of Sikkim, Mr. G. P. Upadhyaya said, “Learning 

is the most important investment for one’s future. I encourage all students to learn through the Mobile 

Science Lab and see it as an opportunity to prepare for state level science workshops”. 

As part of its focus on improving education outcomes, Cipla Foundation supports unique 

developmental initiatives through its CSR interventions and works closely with local communities and 

government for collaborative partnerships.  
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ABOUT CIPLA FOUNDATION 

Cipla Foundation takes Cipla’s social commitments forward through initiatives in Health, Skilling, 

Education and Disaster Response. Driven by a vision to build an equitable world, on the foundation 

of ‘Caring for Life’. Registered in 2011, the Foundation works across India and South Africa and strives 

to create opportunities where every life can maximize its full potential. In 2018-19, the Foundation 

made over 400,000 impact interventions in communities around Cipla units and offices.  

 

ABOUT CIPLA  

Established in 1935, Cipla is a global pharmaceutical company focused on agile and sustainable 

growth, complex generics, and deepening portfolio in our home markets of India, South Africa, North 

America, and key regulated and emerging markets. Our strengths in the respiratory, anti-retroviral, 

urology, cardiology, anti-infective and CNS segments are well known. Our 46 manufacturing sites 

around the world produce 50+ dosage forms and 1,500+ products using cutting-edge technology 

platforms to cater to our 80+ markets. Cipla is ranked 3rd largest in pharma in India (IQVIA MAT 

June’19), 3rd largest in the pharma private market in South Africa (IQVIA MAT June’19), and is among 

the most dispensed generic players in the U.S. For over eight decades, making a difference to 

patients has inspired every aspect of Cipla’s work. Our paradigm-changing offer of a triple anti-

retroviral therapy in HIV/AIDS at less than a dollar a day in Africa in 2001 is widely acknowledged as 

having contributed to bringing inclusiveness, accessibility and affordability to the centre of the HIV 

movement. A responsible corporate citizen, Cipla’s humanitarian approach to healthcare in pursuit 

of its purpose of ‘Caring for Life’ and deep-rooted community links wherever it is present make it a 

partner of choice to global health bodies, peers and all stakeholders. For more, please visit 

www.ciplalimited.com or click on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn.  

 

ABOUT AGASTYA INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION 

The Agastya International Foundation is a transformative educational organization, actively 

spreading hands-on learning to poor rural and urban children and teachers in India since 1999. 

Mobile labs carry Agastya’s vision and mission across rural India. A 172-acre campus near Kuppam, 

Andhra Pradesh, is the organization’s creativity lab, visited by more than 500 students per day, whose 

curiosity is sparked by Agastya’s hands-on teaching methods. More than 130 mobile labs spread 

across over a dozen states in India, and 50 Science Centres spread across eighteen states take 

Agastya’s creative pedagogy to more than 1.5 million children and 200,000 teachers every year. 

Agastya’s advisers and members include entrepreneurs, scientists, educators, philanthropists, and 

teachers. To date Agastya has directly impacted, face-to-face, six million children and 200,000 

teachers through our continued efforts. Every day these numbers are climbing. 
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