Press Release

Cipla launches Cipremi (remdesivir lyophilised
powder for injection 100 mg), the only U.S. FDA
approved Emergency Use Authorisation (EUA)
treatment for patients with severe COVID-19
disease
Mumbai, India. June 21, 2020: Cipla Limited (BSE: 500087; NSE: CIPLA EQ, hereinafter
referred to as “Cipla”), today announced the launch of remdesivir under its brand
name CIPREMI. The U.S. FDA issued an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) to Gilead
Sciences Inc. for emergency use of remdesivir for the treatment of hospitalized 2019
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) patients. It is the only U.S. FDA approved Emergency
Use Authorisation (EUA) treatment for adult and paediatric patients hospitalized with
suspected or laboratory confirmed COVID-19 infection. In May, Gilead Sciences Inc.
extended a voluntary non-exclusive license to Cipla to manufacture and market
Cipla’s generic version of remedisvir called CIPREMI .
Cipla has been granted regulatory approval by the Drug Controller General of India
(DCGI) for restricted emergency use in the country as part of the accelerated
approval process considering the urgent and unmet medical need. As part of a risk
management plan, Cipla will provide training on use of the drug, informed patient
consent documents, conduct post marketing surveillance as well as conduct a Phase
IV clinical trial on Indian patients.
According to a preliminary report from the ACTT-1 (Adaptive COVID-19 Treatment Trial
1) study1, a randomized clinical trial conducted with remdesivir in 1063 patients over
60 centres across U.S., Europe and Asia demonstrated a faster time to clinical recovery
in hospitalised patients as compared to placebo. Most of these patients were on
oxygen therapy of which some were receiving high flow oxygen or non-invasive

ventilation, and some were on a mechanical ventilator. The mortality rates in the
study were 7.1% in those given remdesivir and 11.9% in those who were given placebo.
As part of its efforts to enable speedy and equitable access to this treatment and in
anticipation of demand, Cipla will be commercialising remdesivir through its own
facilities and partnered sites. The drug will be supplied through Government and open
market channels, to ensure equitable distribution.
Commenting on the launch, Mr. Umang Vohra (MD and Global CEO, Cipla Limited)
said, “Cipla appreciates the strong partnership with Gilead to bring remdesivir to
patients in India. We have been deeply invested in exploring all possible avenues to
save millions of lives impacted by COVID-19 pandemic, and this launch is a significant
milestone in that direction. We will continue to collaborate with all stakeholders in the
healthcare ecosystem towards providing access to such promising treatments in
furtherance with our belief that no patient should be denied access to life-saving
treatments.”
1Source:

New Eng J MED 2020, Published on May 22, 2020

About Cipla:
Established in 1935, Cipla is a global pharmaceutical company focused on agile and
sustainable growth, complex generics, and deepening portfolio in our home markets
of India, South Africa, North America, and key regulated and emerging markets. Our
strengths in the respiratory, anti-retroviral, urology, cardiology, anti-infective and CNS
segments are well-known. Our 46 manufacturing sites around the world produce 50+
dosage forms and 1,500+ products using cutting-edge technology platforms to cater
to our 80+ markets. Cipla is ranked 3 rd largest in pharma in India (IQVIA MAT May’20),
3rd largest in the pharma private market in South Africa (IQVIA MAT May’20), and is
among the most dispensed generic players in the U.S. For over eight decades, making
a difference to patients has inspired every aspect of Cipla’s work. Our paradigmchanging offer of a triple anti-retroviral therapy in HIV/AIDS at less than a dollar a day
in Africa in 2001 is widely acknowledged as having contributed to bringing
inclusiveness, accessibility and affordability to the centre of the HIV movement. A
responsible corporate citizen, Cipla’s humanitarian approach to healthcare in pursuit
of its purpose of ‘Caring for Life’ and deep-rooted community links wherever it is
present make it a partner of choice to global health bodies, peers and all
stakeholders.

For

more,

Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn.

please

visit

www.cipla.com,

or

click

on

For queries, please contact:
Corporate Communications

Investor Relations

Heena Kanal

Naveen Bansal

E-Mail: CorpComm@cipla.com

E-Mail: Investor.Relations@cipla.com

